on the success of the 1940 film version of John Steinbeck’s novel 
The Grapes of Wrath. He notes that the policy of the motion 
picture industry throughout the 1930s was to produce mainly light, 
romantic, amusing films which would keep the audiences enter- 
tained by taking their minds off of the Great Depression and the 
ever-growing war in Europe. Robinson recounts that even though 
The Grapes of Wrath was based specifically on the first of these 
devastating problems, it “found an audience despite its subject 
matter.” The actor explains this phenomenon not only by giving 
Steinbeck credit for writing a “best-seller”, but also by offering 
an interesting psychological insight. He feels that a main factor 
in the film’s success was that “it dealt with the rural depression 
and urban audiences could view it without feeling involved or 
guilty” (p. 216). George H. Spies III, Norfolk State College. 
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